
Southington Public Library and Museum 

255 Main Street, Southington CT 

Library Board Meeting 

May 14, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo at 6:32PM. 

 

Members in attendance:  Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Heidi Bittner, Patricia Kraut, Marion 

Manware, Frances Meade, Kelly Nichols and Ruth Riccio.   

 

Guests:  Leo Peschel, Marie Secondo. 

 

Secretary Minutes 

 

Boy Scout Troop 45 Scout Leon Peschel told board members of his success in restoring 

the Barnes Museum community garden to its original beauty, in order to obtain his Eagle 

Scout rank.  He presented a professional diagram of the finished project, which showed 

the traditional geometric Victorian garden.  He said that he had fund raised, planned and 

then directed other scouts according to the plan, which was detailed so that any scout 

could take over where he and others left off.  Peschel, who will attend UConn for a 

special law program, told the board that he had wanted to bring back elements of the 

original garden.  The board agreed to show his diagram at the library in order to raise 

public interest. 

 

Public Communications:  The Board of Education’s recent community conversation 

program for school readiness prompted conversation about reading programs at the 

library.  Director Susan Smayda pointed out that the library offers many children’s 

reading programs, which would satisfy interested parents.  She told board members that 

the programs fill up quickly.  

 

Library Communications:  There were none. 

 

Secretary Minutes:  Heidi Bittner made a motion to accept corrected April minutes.  

Marion Manware seconded.  Approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Since there was no treasurer’s report for March or April, voting 

will take place at a later meeting.  Director Smayda told the board that she is watching the 

budget carefully, as it is getting toward the end of the fiscal year.  Ordering books which 

are not published yet causes them to be shipped at uncertain times, and some could arrive 

after the beginning of the next fiscal year.  A medical absence of a full-time employee 

caused a large expenditure in the temporary/seasonal line item.  Smayda stated that she 

may make it on current funds for that account.  There are some lines with unspent funds, 

which might be able to be used in case of shortages.  The maintenance account was spent 

down due to unforeseen roof repair expenses.  The library has a roof maintenance 

contract; the roof is still in good shape.   

 



Director’s Report:  Director Susan Smayda told board members that plans are being 

made to expand Friends of the Library book store hours to include Saturday mornings.   

In a response to her quest for volunteers, she has found many qualified people.  The 

Friends are examining the possibility that the new hours would start in September.  The 

maintenance contract with the sump pump company has already paid off; one has needed 

to be replaced. The attorney working on the Barnes trust is getting closer to remedying 

the situation.  A New York Times best seller list author has been chosen for the next 

Southington Reads program.  Smayda asked board members for input on raising museum 

pass fines, now $5.00, to $25.00 to encourage patrons to return them on time.  The passes 

may now be reserved and printed from home.  The library is launching an initiative to be 

sure citizens are informed about the Early Childhood Learning and Reading Readiness 

programs.  After having significant repairs to the roof, there have been no leaks.  The 

library will have a maintenance contract with the roofing company to be sure it remains 

structurally sound. Smayda reviewed the Barnes Museum’s garden restoration project. 

During the month, Smayda attended the following meetings and workshops.  She 

introduced author Saloma Furlong’s program about her book Why I Left the Amish.  The 

program needed to be moved from the meeting room to the library’s café area due to 

large attendance.  She met with the acting town engineer and a representative from 

Young Developers LLC regarding the Barnes roof.  Young’s was the chosen contract, 

which was approved by the state, and that is being voted on at tonight’s town council 

meeting.  She said that we would get back some of the slate in order to create souvenirs. 

She was guest reader at “Read-Across-America Day” at Derynoski School.  She attended 

the town department head meeting.  Alta students’ Poetry Slam demonstration was a 

great success, featuring readings of truly amazing poetry authored by the students.  

Smayda pointed out that the students deserve recognition and support. She attended a 

Connecticut Library Association annual conference in Mystic, accompanied by three 

Southington librarians.  Smayda is working on a revision to the library’s reference area 

and mezzanine floor plans.   

 

Committee Reports:  There were none. 

 

Barnes Museum:  Marie Secondo told the board that TD Bank will donate $2,500.00 for 

sponsorship of the 11
th

 Annual Taste of Southington at the Barnes Museum.  This will 

enable the event to have a larger seating area.  There will be a dedication ceremony for 

the recently reconstructed garden.  Secondo commended curator/groundskeeper Joanne 

Cyr for planting antique climbing roses, last year, as well as companion clematis.  She 

had also planted old fashioned single “outhouse hollyhocks” near the outhouse.  Secondo 

explained the significance of the hollyhocks, and that long ago they were traditionally 

planted near the outhouse so that proper ladies needed only to ask where the hollyhocks 

grew.  Secondo told board members that a former neighbor and friend to the Bradley 

Barnes family visited the museum, recalling many visits with Bradley and Leila.  The 

museum had 19 tours, with 103 visitors from Southington and 17 other Connecticut 

communities as well as from three states during April.   

 

Friends of the Library:  Director Smayda reviewed details for future Saturday hours 

with the board.  She brought up working conditions and tight quarters in areas of the 



library where the Friends sort and store their books.  The book store is looking for good 

donations and is seeing a decline in what they have been receiving.  They are 

encouraging best seller donations. 

 

Building & Maintenance:  Director Smayda received an estimate to paint the library 

interior, to cover the darkest areas.  This will involve removing signs and replacing those 

which are still pertinent. 

 

Personnel and Policies:  Smayda discussed raising the fine for the late return of museum 

passes from $5.00 to $25.00, in order to encourage their timely return.   

  

Old Business:  There was none. 

 

New Business:  The library board will receive a new board member appointment during 

the town council meeting tonight.  The board discussed lighting the former library 

entrance driveway, to avoid any accidental drive-throughs.  Smayda discussed an 

upcoming architectural study.  She pointed out that she would like the future plan to be 

thought out radically to reflect current and future changes in libraries.  She said that this 

library needs space for the children’s library and quiet areas and meeting spaces.  The 

price has been reduced to $30,000.00, which Smayda said would be enough.  Some 

criteria for the chosen architect would be a stipulation that the company would have built 

at least three libraries and would have built at least a 10,000 square foot library addition.  

She expects to receive a great number of bids for the project.  The board discussed 

renovations and additions to many area libraries.   

 

Frances Meade made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Marion Manware seconded.  

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectively Submitted, Harriet Bitar 

 

 


